
Covid-19 Data Task Force Meeting – 28 May 2020 
 
Attendees  

 
Roger Halliday – Chair (RH) 
Nicola Kerr (NK) 
David Goldberg (DG) 
Chris Dibben (CD) 
Aziz Sheikh (AS) 
Jonathan Cameron (JC) 
Jill Pell (JP) 
Neil Rawlins (NR) 
Carole Morris (CM) 
Corri Black (CB) 
Angela Daly (AD) 
Cathie Sudlow (CS) 
Devi Sridhar (DS) 
Ryan Scott (RS) 
Phil Couser (PC) 
Stephen Pavis (SP) 
Geoff Huggins (GH) 
Alan Ferrier (AF) 
Alessia Morris (AM) 

 

Apologies 
 

Jonathan Todd (JT) 
Albert King (AK) 
Mark Parsons (MP) 
David Robertson (DR) 

 

Items and Actions 
 

RH led introductions and welcome. Minutes from the previous meeting on 13 May were reviewed and 
agreed. Updates were received from actions arising from the last meeting. 

 

Highlights report  

 
RH asked everyone to note the Highlight Report and invited comment. AM provided an update on the 
latest development on Information Governance (IG) for the Covid data holding and Statistics PBPP as 
the process has been revised for Covid related requests. This will provide a quicker turnaround for data 
access requests. 
 

Covid data infrastructure: progress report 
 
RH noted the report submitted by MP 
 

Covid data acquisition plan: progress report 
 
CM gave an update. Scottish Ambulance and NHS 24 data now available. GP data (RPCC and Primary 
Care), response is pending. The data feed is waiting Health PBPP scrutiny of the data from AlbaSoft. 
JP asked several questions regarding the Health PBPP process. CS pointed out that it should be a 
rapid process. CM noted she had emailed the Chief Executive of ZOE the previous day regarding the 
Symptom Tracker for an update. AS noted that the Inspector was in discussion with David Crossman 
regarding this. 
 



RS gave an update on NRS datasets. Some internal approvals required expected at a SLS meeting 
next week. AF asked when first 20 lines of data will be available and CM confirms they are available 
now.  
 
AM updated on the non-health data, including Scottish Government Education data. The IG 
documentation for these transfers were being finalised with a view to data becoming available for 
research by late August. 
 
RH asked CM for an update on eDRIS workload and capacity. There are 42 new projects seeking to do 
Covid research and seven or eight projects have had amendments so they can be Covid related. 20 
live projects need support. A number of research projects relating to the impact of Covid on a broad 
range of health areas are coming through. CB asks CM a question regarding processes around 
research and other service requests, for example from SG, local authorities etc.  
 

Covid research: developing and supporting social and economic projects accessing 
the Covid data holding 
 
CD introduced a paper circulated earlier following on from the discussion at the last meeting, which 
included the use of ADR resources and the role of SCADR. CD noted that elements of the proposal will 
build on household data. AS points out that shielding household data would be useful. RH asks for any 
comments and suggestions. 
 
Action One: RH to circulate next week an emerging paper to define questions for Scottish Ministers 
and those making decisions. 

 
AOCB 
 
CB talked through the paper circulated previously regarding safe havens and posed the question 
regarding how to take forward to the service delivery phase. RH asked for any thoughts or questions, 
to which there were none.  
 
Action Two: RH to seek accreditation for the National Standard from ONS to give security to the 
National Safe Haven network. 
 
Action Three: Align data from National and Regional safe havens, however there is a cost and resource 
is needed. RH asked for any thoughts on this. CB noted that the network would be supportive of a 
federated network to share activity / burden. 
 
Action Four: Make the case to government to invest in the Data and Evidence network CB outlined.  
 
RH noted that if anyone was interested in developing a business case to the government in the 
development of a mature hub and spoke network they should indicate so. CM and CB indicated that 
they were interested. 
 
Action Five: Anyone interested in developing a business case to SG for the development of a hub and 
spoke network to contact RH. 
 
RH introduced both the national and local element of the Covid response. It was reported that RH, CB, 
AK, Andrew Morris (HDR UK) and local government have been tasked by Scottish Ministers to harness 
data to minimise the spread of Covid, and work on the identification of clusters, outbreaks and 
vulnerable groups with solutions to be developed in very short order. Given the new and emerging 
priorities a decision had been taken to wind the Task Force down and merge and integrate the group 
with the new Scottish Covid-19 Data and Intelligence Network. RH stated that once thinking on the 
Network is firmed up he will issue more details regarding membership and governance arrangements. 
RH asked if there were any questions. CB noted many groups are working around mobilising data and 
service and this was an opportunity to bring wider groups together, as well as an opportunity to share 
data in a more effective and coordinated fashion. PC noted that this is the right thing to do. 
 



Action Six: RH to circulate after the meeting an update on the changes. 
 
 
 


